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Climate change is a global phenomenon, but its impacts are felt most intensely at the local level. 
Consider communities hit with increasing frequency by severe storms. Consider extreme droughts that 
last for years. Consider pest outbreaks due to milder winters that have caused dramatic tree die-offs.

Across the country, floods, droughts and wildfires are 
becoming more common and their effects more acute. Such 
myriad threats have created unprecedented challenges for 
wildlife, farmers and others who love and need the land. But 
there is a way forward – and land trusts have an important part 
to play. The Land Trust Alliance is uniquely positioned to help 
land trusts both maximize the land’s ability to mitigate climate 
change and adapt their work to the changing climate.

The changing climate we are experiencing today is caused 
mainly through the release of greenhouse gases such as 
carbon dioxide. Given that forests, grasslands, wetlands and 
other natural lands can absorb carbon and keep it out of the 
atmosphere, land conservation and stewardship are more 
important than ever before.

EMPOWERING LAND TRUSTS TO ADOPT CLIMATE 
ADAPTATION AND MITIGATION PRACTICES:

•

The Land Trust Alliance launched the Land and Climate Program 
to provide land trusts with strategies, training and tools to both 
adapt to and mitigate climate change. This effort is initially 
funded through a $1 million catalyst grant from the Doris Duke 
Charitable Foundation. We are raising an additional $1 million to 
fully support the program.

•

Land trusts are finding their most pressing needs met as the Land 
and Climate Program: increases the number of land trusts whose 
strategic conservation plans address climate impacts and 
promote climate resilience; promotes the use of land to mitigate 
climate change through the ability of soils and vegetation to 
absorb and store carbon; and empowers land trusts to encourage 
the buildout of renewable energy facilities while steering them 
away from sensitive lands.

• 

The Alliance and its 1,000 member land trusts can help 
mitigate climate change by doing what we’ve always done so 
well: conserving more land and stewarding it effectively.

“Land trusts want to be smart about climate change as 
they continue to save land, and they want to promote 
solutions to climate change that are consistent with their 
focus on maintaining high-value, functional landscapes. 
The Land Trust Alliance’s Land and Climate Program 
will enable them to do both.”
– Andrew Bowman, President, Land Trust Alliance

Land Trusts Offer 
Natural Climate Solutions

The Land Trust Alliance’s new Land and Climate Program 
empowers land trusts to make smart choices for the climate

Success stories, best practices and more can be found by visiting climatechange.lta.org, 
or to request more information about the Land and Climate Program, email climate@lta.org. 

• 

Because climate change is already occurring, land trusts must 
respond to its current and projected impacts. This means rethinking 
their approach to land conservation.
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