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The United States Climate Alliance is a bipartisan coalition of 17 governors committed to reducing greenhouse 

gas emissions consistent with the goals of the Paris Agreement.  The Alliance is led by state governments, and 

is focused on state-to-state cooperation to accelerate the deployment of climate solutions needed to help 

each achieve their climate goals. 

The Alliance represents 40% of the U.S. population and a $9 trillion economy – an economy larger than all 

countries but the United States and China.  The climate and clean energy policies in Alliance states have 

nearly half the U.S. total.  Independent analysis highlighted in the Alliance’s 2017 Annual Report shows that Alliance 

States are not only outpacing non-Alliance states in reducing their emissions, they are also growing their economies 

at a faster pace. Between 2005 and 2015, Alliance States reduced their emissions by 15% compared to 10% for the 

rest of the country.  In that same time period, per capita economic output in Alliance States expanded twice as fast 

as in the rest of the country.  The Alliance is demonstrating that climate leadership and economic growth go hand-

in-hand. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Our Principles 

States are continuing to lead on climate change: Alliance states recognize that climate change presents a 
serious threat to the environment and our residents, communities, and economy.  

State-level climate action is benefitting our economies and strengthening our communities: Alliance 
members are growing our clean energy economies and creating new jobs, while reducing air pollution, 
improving public health, and building more resilient communities.  

States are showing the nation and the world that ambitious climate action is achievable:  Despite the U.S. 
federal government’s decision to withdraw from the Paris Agreement, Alliance members are committed to 
supporting the international agreement, and are pursuing aggressive climate action to make progress toward 
its goals. 

 

Our Commitments 

Alliance States commit to: 

• Implement policies that advance the goals of the Paris Agreement, aiming to reduce greenhouse gas 
emission by at least 26-28 percent below 2005 levels by 2025 

• Track and report progress to the global community in appropriate settings, including when the world 
convenes to take stock of the Paris Agreement, and 

• Accelerate new and existing policies to reduce carbon pollution and promote clean energy 
deployment at the state and federal level. 

UNITED STATES CLIMATE ALLIANCE 

attracted  billions  of  dollars  of  new  investment  and  helped  create  more  than  1.3 million  clean  energy jobs, 

https://www.usclimatealliance.org/

http://www.usclimatealliance.org/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5a4cfbfe18b27d4da21c9361/t/5a5e7f169140b79e6fe04f50/1516142359401/USCA_Climate_Report-V2A-Online-RGB.PDF
https://www.usclimatealliance.org/


  U.S. Climate Alliance  
 

Our Priority Sectors: 
CLIMATE RESILIENCE 

Alliance states know too well the devastating effects of climate change and extreme weather. We are working together to 
enhance the resilience of our infrastructure to extreme weather events through improved procurement practices, and 
analyzing the physical and economic impacts of climate change on our communities. We are also coordinating on the 
development and implementation of technical tools to support community resilience, including mapping to identify the risk 
posed by combined sea level rise, storm surge and extreme precipitation. 

 

CLEAN ENERGY FINANCE 
In the coming decades, Alliance states will invest trillions in clean energy, critical infrastructure and climate change 
mitigation. To minimize climate risk and maximize economic growth, Alliance States are collaborating on clean energy 
investment, focusing on new insurance and risk mitigation approaches, building upon the success of established finance 
tools and Green Banks, and working together across the board on finance-related opportunities. 
 

POWER SECTOR MODERNIZATION 
Alliance states are leading the way in rethinking traditional electric utility regulation to accommodate rapidly changing 
technology, meet renewable energy and emission reduction goals, and build clean, resilient and affordable electricity markets 
for the future. Working together, Alliance states can develop new regulatory tools and resources that benefit the country as a 
whole, share best practices, and expand and strengthen carbon markets. 
 

BUILDING TRANSFORMATION 
Alliance States have been at the cutting edge of energy efficiency policy nationally. Coordinated policy action among Alliance states 
can drive the development and design of new building engineering and construction models that could be replicated across the 
country, and can transform national markets for energy-consuming equipment and appliances. 
 

ADVANCED TRANSPORTATION 
Alliance States represent nearly a third of total light duty vehicle sales and nearly two thirds of electric vehicle sales 
nationally. Coordinated action to drive zero emission vehicle deployment and clean fuel development can transform the 
national vehicle market. Alliance States are cooperating on comprehensive approaches to clean up America’s 
transportation system and protect the health of their citizens from vehicle pollution. 
 

NATURAL RESOURCES 
Alliance States have established the most ambitious and innovative approaches to protecting our precious natural resources. 
Together, we are enhancing state-level stewardship of natural resources, including approaches to reduce and phase out short-
lived, high-intensity pollutants that impact the health of our citizens and damage our environments. 
 
 

Our Priority Cross-Cutting Initiatives: 
GREENHOUSE GAS INVENTORIES & PROJECTIONS 

Alliance states are cooperating to improve their greenhouse gas inventories and projections in order to strengthen policy-
making and track and report progress towards our ambitious climate targets.  

 

o CLIMATE CLEARINGHOUSE 
Responding to climate change requires data-driven coordination. To coordinate and integrate state-led climate efforts, the U.S. 
Climate Alliance is building a Climate Clearinghouse — an online platform that aggregates state-specific climate tools, maps, 
data, and information for use by policymakers and the public. 
 

INTERNATIONAL ENGAGEMENT 
The Alliance is engaging internationally to inspire others to make progress towards the goals of the Paris Agreement. Alliance 
States are working across borders to share best practices and further drive down emissions, including through regional 
initiatives such as the North America Climate Leadership Dialogue. 

 
 

https://www.usclimatealliance.org/

https://www.usclimatealliance.org/


Solar PV prices have fallen 

47%
over the last 5 years

© 2018 Solar Energy Industries Association®.  Cheat Sheet Updated 9/13/2018 from 2018 Q2 data.  All data from SEIA/GTM Solar Market Insight report 
except as otherwise noted - SEIA.org/smi  1. solarjobscensus.org  2. SEIA.org/solarmeansbiz  3. SEIA.org/nsd  4. SEIA.org/whats-megawatt    



Cypress Creek Renewables 
Pollinator Program
Cypress Creek Renewables is committed to the 
communities in which we develop, build and operate 
solar projects. As such, Cypress Creek is pioneering 
a Pollinator Program on several of our solar farms. 
Our Pollinator Program is intended to benefit the 
environment and local farmers by increasing the 
wild habitat for the pollinators, such as honey bees, 
needed for the success of numerous crops.

Pollinators and Cypress Creek 
Solar Farms
Pollinator populations are in decline in the United 
States due to environmental stressors. Without 
appropriate vegetation and land management, the 
number of pollinators will continue to decrease, 
putting crop yields from flowering plants at risk.1 At the 
same time, solar energy projects are being developed 
in agricultural areas. Co-locating pollinator friendly 
vegetation on solar farms can support and expand 
local pollinator populations and bring benefits to 
nearby agricultural activities.

Pollinators and Agricultural 
Land Use
Pollinators provide an ecological service that is 
a requirement for more than 85% of the world’s 
flowering plants which is inclusive of most global crop 
species. Annually, around $3 billion is generated in the 
United States due to native pollinators’ services for 
over 100 crops.2

Additional Agricultural Benefits
“It has so many benefits, not just to bees, which are 
directly tied to our food system through pollination 
services, but also improve soil quality, retention of 
nutrients and, ultimately, water quality.”
– Dr. Marla Spivak, Distinguished McKnight University 

Professor Apiculture

•  During the solar farm’s operation, soils rest and 
rebuild while the deep-rooted plants add organic 
matter and fertile top soil.

•  With pollinator habitat, storm water runoff can 
decrease 8–23%, depending on storm severity and 
amount of rainfall. A diverse mix of plants have 
stronger hydrologic performance standards than 
turf-grasses and other monocropping practices.4

For more information, please visit www.ccrenew.com

©2018 CYPRESS CREEK RENEWABLES, LLC | OS-PP-US.001CCRENEW.COM

Apples Alfalfa

Almonds Sugar Beets

Blueberries Asparagus

Cherries Broccoli

Oranges Carrots

Squash Onions 

16.35 Billion $12.65 Billion 

$29 Billion
Table 1. Farm income generation in the U.S. in 2010 due to pollinator.3

Directly Pollinated Crops Indirectly Pollinated Crops

Sources: 1Devkota, Kedar, Shiva Chandra Dhakal, and Resham Bahadur Thapa. “Economics of Beekeeping as Pollination Management Practices Adopted by Farmers in Chitwan District of Nepal.” Agriculture & Food Security. BioMed 
Central, 05 May 2016. Web. 2“New England Pollinator Handbook.” Pollinator Biology (2009): n. pag. Pollinator Biology and Habitat. USDA - NRCS. Web. 3 http://news.cornell.edu/stories/2012/05/insect-pollinators-contribute-29b-us-farm-

income 4“Soil, Crop, & Storm Water Benefits of Solar Sites.” Fresh Energy, 22 Mar. 2016. Web.



SOLAR ENERGY TECHNOLOGIES PROGRAM

DOE/GO-102011-3244  •  March 2011
Printed with a renewable-source ink on paper containing at least 50% wastepaper, including 10% post consumer waste.

EERE Information Center
1-877-EERE-INFO (1-877-337-3463)
www.eere.energy.gov/informationcenter

A Guide to Community Solar: 
Utility, Private, and Non-profit 
Project Development   
A new publication that provides options, 
examples, and legal and financial 
considerations for community solar projects

Community solar is a way for multiple individuals to share 
in the benefits of a single solar installation. The term refers 
to the pooling of resources to develop a community-scale 
solar energy project that provides the benefits of solar 
energy to a group or neighborhood. Renters, condo owners, 
and homeowners with shading or other issues that prevent 
them from installing solar energy systems on their own 
properties are among those who can directly benefit from 
community solar.

A Guide to Community Solar: Utility, Private, and Non-
profit Project Development is a new publication that helps 
to evaluate the options available for community solar and 
navigate the way to a successful installation. 

The guide explores the range of incentives and policies 
available to assist communities with planning and 
implementing successful local energy projects. Examples 
are provided of community solar projects in operation, and 
policy best practices are highlighted.

This informational resource was developed for:  

•	 Project Sponsors – utilities, businesses, community 
organizations

•	 Project Participants – investors, utility customers

•	 Policy Makers

The guide was developed by the National Renewable  
Energy Laboratory (NREL) in partnership with the 
Bonneville Environmental Foundation, Northwest 
Sustainable Energy for Economic Development (Northwest 
SEED), Stoel Rives, LLP, and Keyes and Fox, LLP (on  
behalf of IREC). This report was made possible through 
funding from the U.S. Department of Energy’s Solar  
America Communities program. To learn more, please visit  
www.solaramericacommunities.energy.gov.

What’s Inside: 

• Project Sponsorship Models

• Emerging State Policies

• Tax Policies and Incentives

• Securities Issues

• Project Planning Support

• Getting Started

• Resources List

Download the guide at:
WWW.SOLARAMERICACOMMUNITIES.ENERGY.GOV

Prepared by the National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL)
NREL is a national laboratory of the U.S. Department of Energy
Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy
Operated by the Alliance for Sustainable Energy, LLC

http://www.solaramericacommunities.energy.gov
http://www.solaramericacommunities.energy.gov
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