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Dealing With Skeptics: Point Counter-Point on Private Land Conservation 
 
 

I.  
 

Point: Public should not have to “pay” through tax credits & deductions for conserving 
private lands to which public lacks access.  
 

Counterpoints: 
 

 Private lands often have best soils, best access to water, best productivity, 
best biodiversity, especially in West.  

 Private lands provide key connectivity and continuity between public 
lands, thereby promoting wildlife migration, preserving areas of 
ecologically significant size, and protecting waterways and water bodies. 
Public benefits from these results. 

 Private lands without public access can provide better sanctuary & 
preserves for plant & animal species and the habitat they require. Public 
benefits from these results.  Note: Private lands hold 50% endangered 
species habitat; 75% remaining wetlands; 88% of US rainfall/snowfall. 

 Some private conserved land does provide public access—in COL’s case, 
more than 12% of all easements. 

II.  
 

Points:  Private land conservation and Conservation Easements are simply schemes for 
landowners/ranchers/farmers to get big tax benefits to keep public off land and continue doing 
what they would do anyway—keep the land undeveloped and/or continue ranching/farming. OR 
We already have enough public open lands—don’t need to lock up any more land from 
development. OR Tying up land from development simply drives up property prices, making it 
more difficult for economically less-privileged and minorities to acquire land. OR Tying up land 
from mineral and energy development hinders America from attaining energy independence.  
 

Counterpoints: 
 

 All of the above counter-points, plus... 

 Preservation of open lands provides scenic vistas and views, clean air and 
clean water, benefits enjoyed by all, in both economic and non-economic 
terms, including quality of life and tourism. 

 Private land conservation provides a cost-effective way to conserve the 
public benefits of open space without high cost of land acquisition. 
Government often lacks resources or will to conserve large additional 
tracts of open space. 
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 Private land conservation/Conservation Easements constitute entirely 
voluntary system built on private property rights, which allows private 
land owners to determine the fate of their own lands into perpetuity. 

 Private land conservation/Conservation Easements do on countless 
occasions allow continuation and generational transfer of family ranches 
and farms which would otherwise be broken up for residential or other 
development. 

 Private land conservation/Conservation Easements help keep working 
ranch/farm/forestry/orchard lands in productive use and provide incentives 
for long-term private investment in such lands, thereby helping ensure 
stable food and other supplies. 

 73% of US is privately owned. Private land conservation recognizes the 
critical importance of private lands to environmental protection, wildlife 
habitat, and biodiversity. 
 
And then there is this:  

 
Land is basis of everything we value and our quality of life, our ability to 
breathe deeply and appreciate that we are part of something larger than 
ourselves. It is always there for us, in good times to challenge us, in bad 
times to comfort us, at all times to inspire us. 
 
Wallace Stegner said that our character as a free people, as Americans, 
was fundamentally shaped by the great open spaces of the North American 
continent; and that something essential will have gone out of us as a 
people once the last open lands are paved.  
 
Preservation of open space will become even more valuable as population 
pressures grow and we become a more urbanized people. Every acre of 
open land conserved on our watch is our Gift to the Future. 
 

 
See further benefits of conservation from the Land Trust Alliance at 

http://www.landtrustalliance.org/why-conserve-land and 
http://s3.amazonaws.com/landtrustalliance.org/LandTrustAllianceMediaKit.pdf 

 
 
Paul Phillips 
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Crafting an Effective “Elevator Speech” 

 
 
“People Don’t Buy WHAT You Do—They Buy WHY You Do It.” 
 
          Simon Sinek, “How Great Leaders Inspire Action,” 2010 TED Talk (13 MM views). 
 
“I give time and $$$ to _______________Land Trust because.......” 
 

Lessons: 
 

——You get better with repetition. 
——You learn from one another. 
——Practice is something that happens OUTSIDE (not inside) your own head. 

 
A good elevator speech is personal, specific, tells a story, explains WHY, inspires, explains the 
need and invokes future generations.   
 
 
 
 
Paul Phillips 
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